Analysis of c-kit exon 11 and exon 17 of urticaria pigmentosa that occurred in monozygotic twin sisters.
Genomic DNA extracted from peripheral blood mononuclear cells of monozygotic twin patients with urticaria pigmentosa was investigated for mutations of proto-oncogene c-kit. Neither the patients nor their families had genomic mutations in exon 11 or exon 17 of c-kit. The patients did not have any systemic involvement or bone marrow abnormalities. There are indications that some genetic factors may participate in the pathogenesis of urticaria pigmentosa in monozygotic twins. In the present patients, factors other than genomic faults in exon 11 and exon 17 of c-kit may be responsible for the pathogenesis.